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astute one may be. In the lives of great souls too, the
guru or preceptor, has had an important role to play and
to Prahlada, Narada was the powerful mentor.

We have seen extensively in.Part I about the birth of
Prahlada and the extermination of Hiranyakasipu's. But
glimpses of those are to be visualised here also, as
what follows in continuation is most fascinating. We are
indeed going to see the strange happening of Prahlada
and Narada interchanging their places!

Let us, at this Juncture, picturise in our mind's eye
the scenario when demon Hiranyakasipu's, tyranny
was spreading unchecked. He had, through a boon
obtained from Sri Brahma, become so powerful that he
won over all three worlds and brought them under his
control in no time. With a haughtiness born out of the
exultation that there was none superior to him, he
started acting in an unbridled and irrational manner, that
soon he ordained that except his name and glory, there
should be no mention of any others, anywhere.

Sriman Narayana, the Almighty, takes birth in every
yuga, to protect the good and destroy the evil forces.
And to kill the demon Hiranyakasipu too, the Lord makes
His appearance on the^earth. To accomplish this, He
causes Sanku Kama, the Divine messenger (who was
doing service for the Maha Vishnu puja of Sri Brahma
Deva, in the celestial world) to suffer a curse, as a result
of which he is ordained to be born as a demon in the
terrestrial world.

Hiranyakasipu's wife, Leelavathi, is in a highly
dispirited state of mind during her pregnancy, as she is
immensely vexed about the misdeeds of her husband.